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1- Use of chemicals and their impact in 

workplaces and health

2- International efforts to address the

safe use of chemicals at work

3- ACT projects

OVERVIEW
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USE OF CHEMICALS
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CHEMICALS CONSUMPTION STATISTICS

Figure 1: Consumption of chemicals, EU-28, 2004–15

(Index 2004 = 100) - Source: Eurostat

Figure 2: Consumption of chemicals hazardous to health, EU-28, 2004–15

(million tonnes) - Source: Eurostat
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WHAT WE KNOW

• Globally, cancer kills 8.2 million people each year and 14 million 
new cancers are detected every year, according to WHO/IARC. 
Cancer is a multifactorial disease. 

• Mortality will increase 78 per cent by 2035 (IARC). 

• And this is the case also with occupational cancers if we’ll 
continue with “business as usual” 

• Epidemiological studies indicate that occupational exposures 
cause 5.3–8.4 per cent of all cancers and among men 17–29 
per cent of all lung cancer deaths, according to best estimates.

Source: Jukka Takalla Working paper 10.2015
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• In the EU28, there were a predicted 1.386 million cancer deaths 
in 2015. 

• Europe, EU28, is the leading victim of occupational cancer 
globally, 7.5% of all cancer deaths, or 102,500 deaths based on 
ILO estimates

• By 2035 expecting the “business as usual” - approach there will 
be 182,500 occupational cancer deaths

Source: Jukka Takalla Working paper 10.2015

WHAT WE KNOW
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WORK-RELATED DISEASES

Figure 3: Burden caused by cancer and other work-related diseases by WHO 

regions, released in 2014. Total number of workplace fatalities was 2.3 million

Figure 4: % Work-related annual deaths caused by Ilness in the EU28 and 

other developed countries

In EU28, cardiovascular and circulatory diseases accounts for 

28% and cancers at 53%. They were the top illnesses responsible 

for 4/5 of deaths from work-related diseases. Occupational 

injuries and infectious diseases together amount accounts for 

less than 5%. 

Industrialised countries had a higher burden from cancers, 53%, and 

a much smaller attribution from accidents and infectious conditions, 

each at 3 %

https://oshwiki.eu/wiki/File:Cancer_Figure_2.png
https://oshwiki.eu/wiki/File:Cancer_Figure_3.png
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• Source: goo.gl/fuUXsl

Approximate division of occupational cancer

By EU 28 member states and subterritories

within the EU in 2011 ( does not take into

account exposure level estimates)

TOP 4

•Germany

•UK

•France

•Italy
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Figure 5: Most frequent carcinogens and exposures at work in the United Kingdom

Source: Jonh Cherrie IOM

https://oshwiki.eu/wiki/File:Cancer_Figure_4.png
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Source: ETUI
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THE ROLE OF INTERNATIONAL
ORGANIZATIONS

United Nations Conference on 
Environment and Development 

(UNCED)

Interorganizational Program for 
the Rational Management of 

Chemicals (IOMC).

Strategic Approach to 
International Chemicals 
Management (SAICM) .

SLIC (Chemex)
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MISSION

Promote better working conditions through enforcement of labour
standards, and the enforcement of legislation on safety and health
at work, as well as promoting policies to prevent occupational
hazards

Improvement
of working
conditions

Compliance

Labour 
relations

OSH 

EnforcePromote

THE ROLE OF AUTHORITHY FOR WORKING 
CONDITIONS
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P01-OSH National strategy 2015-2020- “For safe, 

healthy and productive work”

P03- Safe and healthy workplaces - hazardous 

substances

P05-Technical Support for Micro Small and 

Medium Enterprises

P07-Occupational Diseases and Risk Factors

DEPARTMENT 

OSH PROMOTION

-OIT conventions (155, 187) and recomendations (164)

-Law no. 102/2009, September 10, amended and republished by Law 3/2014 

of January 28
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P01-OSH National strategy 2015-2020- “For safe, 

healthy and productive work”
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Promoting quality 
of working life and 

business 
competitiveness

Reduce accidents 
and incidence rate 

by 30%

Reduce de risk
factors related to 

occupational
diseases

Three Strategic objectivesOSH National strategy 2015/2020

(Ministers Council Resolution n.º77/2015 

de 18/11)
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European Campaign for Safe and Healthy 
Workplaces 2018-2019, which will focus on 

hazardous substances 

Raise awareness of the risks associated with 
exposure to carcinogenic substances in the 
workplace and participation in the Roadmap on 

carcinogens in the EU 

Elaboration of technical and audiovisual supports 
to support the simultaneous implementation of the 
REACH and CLP Regulations and OSH Legislation 

Development and dissemination of chemical risk 
assessment tools and methods.

Plano de atividades 2018

P03- Safe and healthy workplaces - hazardous 

substances

Proposal for a 

Directive of the 

European Parliament 

and of the Council 

amending Directive 

2004/37 on the 

protection of 

workers from the 

risks related to 

exposure to 

carcinogens or 

mutagens at work

P05-Technical Support for Micro Small and 

Medium Enterprises



European Seminar - Chemical Risk Assessment - REACH and CLP november 27, 2017

1- “Campaign to Support OSH and Environmental 

technicians in implementation of REACH on 

downstream users” 

2-REACH Project (IGAMAOT/ACT) – Exposure

Scenarios
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Support the 
implementation of 
REACH:

1- Chemical risk 
evaluation

2- From manufacturing to 

the use of chemicals, a 

complementarily of 

approaches

3- Role of the safety 

technician at work

4- Risk communication in 

the supply chain
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THE IMPORTANCE OF PERSONAL 

PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT 

SELECTION

ACT/APSEI/IPQ

SUPPORT GUIDES

IN THE PPE SELECTION

Fonte: APSEI
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‐ Assist in the proper selection of PPE;

‐ Provide professionals with responsibilities in this area, basic knowledge in 

the phases of selection, adequacy, use, maintenance and Elimination of PPE; 

‐ Emphasize the importance of regular inspection of PPE and its maintenance;

‐ Reinforce the limitations of PPE as a control measure 

‐ Disclose legal requirements and regulatory requirements applicable to PPE

Objectives
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Guias publicados-1ª Fase
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SUPPORT GUIDES

IN THE PPE SELECTION
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ASBESTOS: Eletronic Posters and Flyers
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"Integrated Professional Risk Assessment 

Form for chemical agents that are 

carcinogenic, mutagenic and toxic to 

reproduction" to support the implementation of 

the aforementioned Technical Guide.

Technical Guide No 2 "Health surveillance of 

workers exposed to carcinogenic, mutagenic 

or toxic chemicals for reproduction", which is 

in public discussion until January 15, 2018.

Plano de atividades 2018
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ProtocolACT ISS, I.P.

MANAGEMENT TREATMENT AND 

RECOVERY OF DISEASES OR 

DISABILITIES EMERGING FROM 

PROFESSIONAL RISKS

P07-Occupational Diseases and Risk Factors
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OSH Promotion

Production and dissemination of
information
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ACT 
ROLE AND MISSION

PROMOTE BETTER 
WORKING 

CONDITIONS  
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IMPLEMENTAÇÃO DO REACH
Apoio aos Técnicos de Segurança

no Trabalho e Ambiente

support:

European Seminar

Chemical Risk 

Assessment

REACH and CLP

Com o apoio de:

THANK YOU VERY MUCH!

Helena Krippahl 

Divisão de Regulação de Entidades Externas

Contactos

ACT – Autoridade para as Condições do Trabalho

Direção de Serviços da Promoção de SST (DSPSST)  

Divisão de Regulação de Entidades Externas (DREE)

Av. Casal Ribeiro , nº18-A, 1000-092 Lisboa

Telef. 213 308 700|www.act.gov.pt| dspsst.mail@act.gov.pt

http://www.act.gov.pt/
mailto:dspsst.mail@act.gov.pt

